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Count by

“The Black Count is a biography of General Thomas-Alexandre Dumas, the father of the famous
French author Alexandre Dumas. The elder Dumas’ father was a white, French nobleman, and TO l\ /‘ REIS S
his mother was of African descent, enslaved on a plantation in Haiti. So Thomas-Alexandre was
mixed race but had nobility running through him. He later fought in the French Revolution, and he
was so strong and well respected that he was considered a threat to Napoleon, so they locked him
up, with no reason. Alexandre was in awe of his father’s story. He wrote about him in The Count of
Monte Cristo, but he knew the world wasn’t ready for a black hero. That’s why The Black Count
surprised me — most of our civilisation has been based on the white-male perspective. There
are so many stories that have been edited out of history because they’re different, or because AKRAM IS WEARING A COTTON TRENCH
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