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TOROBAKA

In July 1999 in the foyer of the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London, an animated 
and curiosity–filled conversation took place between the young gifted dancer/
choreographer Akram Khan and an ambitious former dancer and just recently 
graduated arts manager Farooq Chaudhry. That conversation laid the foundation 
stone for a dynamic collaboration, culminating in the creation of Akram Khan 
Company one year later.

Inspired by Akram Khan’s early training in the Indian classical dance form Kathak, 
and the hybrid language that organically emerged when Akram’s kathak training 
encountered contemporary dance in his teens, a vision began to form, fuelled by a 
desire to learn and create through collaboration with the very best people across all 
the disciplines in the arts.
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Leading choreographers raise concerns over UK 
contemporary dance training
Britain’s leading dance companies, Akram Khan Company (AKC) , DV8 Physical 
Theatre and Hofesh Shechter Company (HSC) have raised concerns over the 
standards of training in UK contemporary dance schools. All three companies are 
having to employ dancers from overseas because they cannot find British trained, 
contemporary dancers of sufficient calibre.
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4   AKC: Website design

Navigation bar  
– on scroll
– �As the user scrolls down the navigation bar 

fades out and a menu icon appears – the 
three lines that are often referred to as a 
‘hamburger’ icon.


